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Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU or May First Movement Labor Centre) sends its greetings of support and solidarity on the launching of MIGRANTE – British Columbia (B.C.).  We salute you in your taking on the noble task of organizing and providing much-needed support to the rapidly growing community of Filipino migrants and their families in B.C.

The numbers speak for themselves.  With Filipinos now found in 197 countries, a staggering 3,400 leave the country every single day to work overseas, making people the number one export of the country despite the cruel reality of facing poverty, de-skilling, all kinds of racism, and even unsolved death.  Each Overseas Filipino Worker (OFW) spends a total of P17,600 (Cdn $401) on documents alone to work abroad, while the government receives P17 billion (nearly Cdn $400 million) on document expenses and a whopping U.S. $17 billion in OFW remittances per year.  Indeed, the government does not consider OFWs as human beings with spouses and families they leave behind, but rather as mere commodities on whose remittances prevent the Philippine economy from total collapse.

Workers identify closely with the plight of OFWs because it is the very lack of decent jobs, wages, and livelihood that forces so many of our compatriots to foreign shores.  Amid spiralling costs of oil, food, electricity, and transportation, the present P382 ($8.70 Cdn) daily minimum wage in the National Capital Region (NCR) is a measly 43 percent of the P894 ($20.36 Cdn) current daily cost of living for a family of six.  Despite such an “indecent” disparity, the current administration still refuses to legislate a P125 across-the-board wage hike, long demanded by militant labor unions under KMU and broad alliances on the basis of social justice.  The Arroyo government’s unemployment and underemployment rates, averaging 11.3 percent (Arroyo claims a lower rate after revising the definition which reduced the number of unemployed by about 3.5 percent) and 18.9 percent respectively, are the worst in the country’s history.  To make matters worse, workers’ rights continue to be massively violated, and trade unionists and labor organizers are killed when they assert their rights.  There are already 87 worker victims of political killings since 2001, five remain missing, and two leaders are still detained.

KMU therefore looks forward to strengthening links with you as more and more workers in the Philippines are forced to make the difficult choice and take the risk to migrate to countries all over the world in the hope of improving their lives and the situation of their children and families.  We stand united with you in ensuring that the rights of Filipino migrants and their families in B.C. are protected, such as the landmark resolution sponsored by Anakpawis (or Toiling Masses) Representative and KMU Chairperson Emeritus Crispin Beltran in 2005 calling for the Philippine Congress to investigate abuses of Filipino women under Canada’s Live-in Caregiver Program.

Hit hard by the crisis locally and abroad, workers of KMU therefore wish you success in the formal launching of MIGRANTE – B.C. and commend you for your commitment to defend the rights of Filipino migrants and their families as we together fight for a society that genuinely promotes our rights and interests as workers and people of the Philippines, wherever we may be.

In solidarity,

Elmer Labog

Chairperson

Kilusang Mayo Uno

